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Report: The Summer apprenticeship course on Hands on training on Mushroom cultivation was organized 

by the Department of Botany, A.B.N. Seal College, Cooch Behar from May, 14, 2023 to June, 11, 2023.The 

objectives of this course were enable the students to identify edible and poisonous mushrooms; provide 

hands-on training for the preparation of bed for mushroom cultivation and spawn production; give the 

students exposure to the experiences of experts and functioning mushroom farms; help the students to learn 

a means of self employment and income generation. Total duration of this course was 32+ hours (5 credits). 

This course was designed for 10 participants. Students from different departments of our college were 

actively participated in this course.  

Theoretical classes were conducted on the topics of history and scope of Mushroom cultivation, different 

types of edible mushrooms, culture media preparation, different techniques of Mushroom cultivation, spawn 

production, Nutritional and medicinal values of mushrooms, Storage of Mushrooms and types of foods 

prepared from mushroom.  

 In addition to theory classes hands on trainings were given to students on mushroom cultivation techniques 

like preparation and sterilization of substrate, preparation of PDA medium, mother culture and spawn 

production, preparation of mushroom beds using poly bag method and effective harvesting of sporocarps. 

Students visited the Mushroom Production and Processing Unit of Plant Pathology Department of Uttar 

Banga Krishi Vishwavidyalaya, Pundibari. 

Assessment of students was carried out on the basis of internal evaluations which include attendance, 

assignments, viva, MCQ test and practical skill during training. 10 students were successfully completed the 

course. Each student was given a certificate on successful completion of this course. 

 

Conclusion: Mushroom cultivation can help to reduce vulnerability to poverty and strengthens livelihoods 

through the generation of a fast yielding and nutritious source of food and a reliable source of income. As it 

does not require access to land, the cultivation is viable and attractive. Mushroom cultivation is not only a 

source for nutritious protein-rich food; it can also contribute to the production of effective medicinal 

products. It is an eco-friendly agricultural practice in the efficient utilization of agricultural and industrial 

waste. It can also play a significant role in generating self employment opportunity. 
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