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=gl frsrs #i1a A1 1 w13 faeire afepe w3 g
wig°facy mts @32 g3 «wiwieea @ fagrs v |

“a tars witds [afgiag e afesra wie, fog
G (A0 ‘B3 @izl e fag'e fadifae a1 Beorifie
g4’ ( rigid standardized product ) e zrss | . 11T
frrwera ‘mreffageia’ ( naturalness-«d ) "®1a 20308,
qi<refa fagereeiie (A2 ‘“aergéeia’ ( spontanityd )
faziag w2« w11 fagfagimars’ ( gfwfafoe )
Gielg @fentan am (s #1113 | «@feara @fest ( genius)
fagga aaelaime’  (Rfaemia fulafisaa )
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a7, w343 wrarsa ax «figia A’ (interest-«i)
aget @3 ffmmgy (gfaefaba) awet @i |
414 (@ 9 ¢ fazitad 719 orared Atsw-Alga zrafes,
SITrA2 @ Joota BATAIN w0, (73 AarS A fa4-
©Iae] WA G T 3| 20U | |

v2 colE, soxv Rzceemarz A |

sifgfacesa | ( foraem, sv33)

9% afosiaas agar (@ AS1a wwgg TARReCl
T s, AN (F1H (@A 91 wfaee 9619
04T WA ©f (rare oAl | g, wif e fasa 2ge
oAt {5, ©f (wam g-Hiasa A1 AT (BITE 43
Arofes, Freway foram fArga (3 g-5i980aa @oeEA |
fagsias) @fegin ez oipd fa zeat ifee, (7 AWF
$i7 7 wfuns fagsl 369 7043 RFO |

@797 frgsfag wry aremaned ot fasa Arwiesis
5 | aFATE A34TT V>R AMA CNAHFA M € =g
OFA1F Sl ANAT GA AT | y333 AL 3T #Af=6w @
wiike ©fas =g cafataleras wae fczrele  (sisia |
@fd #AITeZ B17 «ife6n 13 Fud (7 13 AL WA |
FromArd @da eAAd faefigiarag BAsIe ((©tET-
sricARTe ) 1 fapsa wiwzd fem St wfats 1 wfes
fafxsy mzarq) <fes famen @fe ( Sylvan Lavi )-e
slae #fan<ds szferaa | - FaeT faram sizely ©1a) e
Zfozitaa fAoaass sarTl T8 | 908 € -0 (195%RT
zfa Brere 1z awialtd remaier wifef 29 | Srswm-
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A1 @ Tag aatfos weida wam 1 e fesfaota
fogafaa agemitng aegl a2 ziafes 1 gfra @A
drFara #a fefq ¢ St fafe 75 Wgis oA Ta 1 @
TI1] QrEwAAd A, wNifae @ YF YW R
fawle FAAIAN Wy YF 2 | Sl AATTES &7
Y13, 3@ faarg 9Qla oifesy ¢ wgmi FEen @fes
fatxraeiza =gy arafes |

yoxb AR APFICH fam eusfus ) v A
WA w3 AvEars $Tate qraw g9 el ilﬂ/ﬁitﬁﬁ
AT (A FAAY | Tl (Nie3 fofa 23k wR3
203 Y03 94 B1q soraler gl aifes =g facg wiwa
grared 333 19 fary arang fwia SAre B 3034 |
9213 19 @AY Af{q AGNEA €33 €19 AFNATD |
AGEANS AFA 1N Dwalaw | 7% @ w3 Rfa
SOy e ALA 3] (BT B @TACEA, MIVIZ 1By Ny
200 (AMTATEANY A Oa | farge fawg wn wz
Arw A w1 w43 (lgrm fodt wiRe fazaz | Site
(7412 Gy @ fqa far«g q1oviediran sl wafed sz
fogst % a07 | (751 fod on o o 1 @fd rEmAIATe
W% feraferaa | Aw AN 918 F10E RIS BIA IRS
fae | rars @l #aferdd wisig | 1w $iY
@10 ave-ga foira caeionn graa watwfa | frepw
faces argegaiian «4eea < fearal i | Wﬁwm o)
cardre (19 Aemfifere agel faaa §1 Wil | (@@
A1fere agn fafssy @9ica “oaran afq®” Somiwaify
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face cvn waeEa 1 «teiga Afeyw =R grag edey
featam ope wifRsreea |

TP AT AT YA Jrogald N2PrEa Heowi-
faoirsra a1 (AP Wi @ IR | G1ER Aaiez sagial
sewiety frra wrte $1a fRent feamy | A7) @fedis @
agaifea qiw o wia faer sirgist | deve A5 sfasiw)
feafagtage A zta awl amwetsae (v wwarfes
yfaAor Sgp 20, WET Q@A € aNway Tty
(12 ely TAfe foram @ ©izg ewid sraferms |
QaAT Y299 AIGE  Haivgred  sAaeariia) Ty
A eiaghTeine Stamaly ¢ LAY Tory fafes fax
wfewiad farg (Frenece & saferaq | aRien e
R NG 17 aiyd ¢ WA Ig fwige), Roidl e
fafarg Ftsifaaew iz eroas) sifaq I3 s Awhs
wal faraga e | fagsfy a@wRiee eifen o1a Atal
SlaAa FENF (TelCa ancga w9y fatam wrafeiss, ©
eaTged foafua =are ajxarg ww | fofq ferarga,—

S5t Qge Fea N,

) LI |
witaq ifa Bh Trog A afzn, |
141 ofw, caul @Aifae w7 gRa Mty
Arg-fag (A @Y NLF-al 20

AN 316 sAtE @mAre) (FIUS
A2 77 Slef B s, @ aa-grefEe
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ceft Bo yoql® gw#, it ezl &
ereiiey sratsy fafey g FsarEe
A (7Y NaTTE Wiy WA qAjae
IfEverEs saia; (Al TrateE
wifreraae fafa, Tyadia feotd
wITe 37 (7R JANET FFTA TR
TR IO IO Tgh— wa fgwa,
@ wyred 7lE, (2fiEaty 1Ey A -
ofNHT #iTq 20e (erETRg, (AT YT
®7R (AN | AFA AT oA e R,
TS Ay IANAD Foo AHA |
At wfefy gfw feamacas writas,
ACTHEY, (@A Fo-FONRIT GIITHT NN
10 2 Taifes (srifersn AfwEa s,
AN =feo 27 atd ad agata A
fReizwrag wvgd 1 Rtete ©F e
I X137 FFIE TS
31713 wf3wq #Arfq |

M3 9f s ag afe,
= iy =fa wifaens ofa (W19 orwa wglF
BIACAT oA 1w, AT Si1ter «s (a1d
AT Afay wa AT HFig AASIT |

IR—08Y - v o FAlGHAIA 31 |
remAles g 3e OF fem vz sifass siwg
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A Sta wmiApAl wwa ‘R e, 39 IHEET
( New Essays in Critisism 3 1902-&3 347 | &g
g ey ‘anasis fafe® (Calcutta Review )
faeta 2iotfie oafes | gaew fosl, wald e fafen
Afae] ARIF OTIY &% WAA A LA (T QFo AT
E E Fq, © IAGe Atdd ATz AP FACAA |
wiitatsy frnal o e | frmeies Aw wfATeg
farme |qigAlsa| FAea | qI9,—
1. New Romantic Movement==4% i ifes

, SACAGUR
2. Philosophy of Art="fageg |
3. Thesis=fafan= "%’
4. Anti-Thesis==iftfafan="afeag
5. Synthesis=faxfafaq=An37 |
6. Self-Conscionsness= (FE% ?ifﬂi’lTﬂB’I
=9IACGEAT |
7. History of Mind=-ta 3feaia |
8. The Myth Movement in Hyperion

=313 faaen wfeziglizel sy |

el wiraion] arares <hal Afie; ‘e @ufs’
iwiArE €191, v grared TRl fadrates fafes
A1fare] @3 SEMIAd Tgd (AT | F-afrm iiebie
widfas cgronma ‘faiga 4vew ( Pholosophy of Art )
AHF AOAIHT AN | DY @Fe Rwe @



I51q Frowaiy A=

@ | SISl TAANAS ql QiFre Si7 fagaagefa wwE
18 4191 30 PN (I FarFq A |

A Glaw fef widfas (zoag  Teaitwd =iad
SrAFdi o @etfaw graferaa | <tz $17 W3 &1 (AT
1@ 207 frga @b =1 Awary afele sae Grave
fefv 1 fe @miSe gerad wramarg fef caolaa
NCATTHT MFTT A4 @@ 29 | (gam faupe sisia
e, FIfie wtE 399e— b0y | W17 ATAUHIT
‘fasaraare al Aga-coea-arg’ e 97 F91 23 | S M@
‘AW (e 81’ (Absolute ) Ag fareg wwfafze AT |
5% 3l @m| «3 oy 7Ee | sifenaeis @3 @uta
A | wikfas egd fefare zpiia o, fag ¢ famias
TNGY A4 F(ACRA | (ATHAI WS @3 AAAD LIS
=gl Ay, o3 e zwraa AdE wfeqife (waw 713 |
w7, @ifeny @ A9ag ( Thesis— Antethesis—Synthesis )
@2 fao7 {4307 «@q sifefe] <56 AT | FLIWANAT
SATFIIANS 9% TTANTI FIFIA (63 r=Ted 7@ 27 |
wfas caracaAg fastr gtane @b fagife e wig
ANAE ] fAda 2a) «ag ©irs AWAtes $a13 99 A1ZA 8
@ qraearaas fam | $3 e (e geaw dfefe
sare fofa ‘frafafa feawfe ( Synthetic Philosophy )
% Zrals araed | aESil feastEya (ataha
TR €17 BTAETd WEAE St WITATEN!  BIHd
GITATG w4l s1Afea | (I ffd 7a 71z $ra fowigiane
@713 “Afacafae a8 ca, gfEEa I Wy <17 AT

( s» )
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aRefa ety atam | afaetel fgfagtams sestaa
AP & WIS Fwew Rt Wy sraferaa (a,
© 13 @iEtsarg wEy NfEwe WA @dtn B
fzaat 1 wdaetcga fafen firsa w9 waet gfesd
N Wk et 3fre fem, @efn AT <gieiEga
T fogratairaz Arel feafes | Wd sdrtetraa e
QIEMAITAA CGTA Tl (395 q@fAge @ SAAym f2a
®l 77, © 14 v sgael © 13 M BwrHiais (vm
B3 QO3 ©ing (itag @ PreBe fBa | <t vidfz
fee fitsad =iNiea Arm  gotay | O3 @i
OISICAT araty wfowres Brad w33 @rAiwd G
Afre 3% | ©ta Stayg,—

“I found too that his thinking was mainly of a
synoptic type Which baffled me not because of his
abstruseness—for he was no introvert in logic like
Kant, but because of the rapidity with which it
githered momentum and because of the volume of
the material it had to synthesise — material that
was already a multitude of syntheses, not yet
familair to his audience”.

=efie TIEHA AT CHAAY FIO 517 RYIIAT (151
(A5 | wTad Bia aedr. fee iRt AwFEA@AI e |
faagrg ca grarar zue fom ©f 73, wi7q fofa sMda we
gfefapira araneeita qiaeal FeT A1 1 I Sl
a@laTa (1 AAg fofq weenag sa (aren 92 $i3
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Fragagd IIE T @S (IR TAF A9 fed —
Seigad @ wald STy WAA] [I0II AT AT 77-
a7 —a% aafE e sig S Fifbe 5u,—
@3 Tad3 Sl ogAs FAC© (7 260 1A% |

srsmairad dfow wsdifa BrEaaln afde jws,
iz, w12 fEfias @ ArEEA” ( Memo-
rial on the Co-efficient of Numbers) | sifdezna
xte «ff ey Awtge | FfAsre) s Afafes’ °( Cal-
cutta Mathematical Society ) J4#1(@ Stz afde 7957
1fFF Sidian Tn gawaing asifae 2iafed e
wrw | wastel fadfRwimg S saxs A fo. @A
TAE (o |

=TT @ AR SEIga fAse-edieE AR
S15aq #F) %8 | 9 9t 7l farsE agivia gfs @i
siiatew Tl ¢z $17 faa 71, afve AWl e FHI T4
fera @71 (are3 Sra g Al wolre wfeafes | w7
Fymlg TEIA afaara Fighe FIA sexe ANA BReL
o 597G Shw DI’ ToAfare viwe ataferad wt w2ie
A7517 TGP e fofel “algea-@qa” Torifare Faifae 27 |

FAEmAlTA WAIEE] TWE @ FIATE wRaeie HHe )

Ay g asl arml 31 Q0 eTenl qiess, TSI v
foy fog 2aia] 7 ore fifds areae el @@ T
A9 @ WA | wra {afuy gvaiteenas mdRd
a3y Al 7@ Atared, w1 | ‘auid fafe®  ( Modern
Review ) AfaF19 ( GalE, yo0e ) T Wadg ‘¢ L
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39T 7w 937 © 14 fafas ‘Hel’ dAgxw faogaaras
faam a3tfas 23, waq fowifa ArgaaTits © fata cas
AT AT A | @t fowifae Ira T2 Ire At
(fim sfidtaae  Aotafe ) @wmaliag A1
( B@SY ) PO @Al Fraea @i (Aefma e
aFefia gy | 2fq wiata wisia 7 i 5 A5
witq qaferan, “sify fhafm $1s el dal 39 17

feesfd aqmary a9 Tme e sitafasty farafiam,
O PI%5TST (rret ©Tared wikrifes atdl @pizad @l
1S Resgelta siged wafer@d | [2atqmd e
FAFET SIS AHIA A7 @681 TIT ©RCEI AT
3Bcatt 91 SrafEels SaAiatace s (Nis (73 (TN
SR fomai | ©orge A%0F AFia 23S il A% (94
(FITY 59 @3t WaTe z30e! Wiz | IFNWANAT 9T Y
355 foer @3 fofd ermiae sEfwad @ @QAlsla ITem-
At IS Al AfsrIa ww caa fafEe fagfaoiEe
el SETAS TR0 BT I (U | sede ANA
IFIFAICA AT 7 3% AN QUL (AFS AT ATB
A A, (58 seaa arstafes F1ART (iF @17
A wal zafa | fFg «@zul 36 @ ABULET  INE
wrarea aldl g (Ra1z (Airew  WIEAlNS f2rAd
qrasare |

oW AT My (3T (31 farae SETeA) FA
FALS ATATTT ©T7 WA TSI 3 | HIATCGRIT 3
A1, WG T IURIET (AZ ANRE @ [RIT g
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@ fas wa (F19 faatga oagl @i 9@ w9 Sy
FAMAFAAT Ty 293 @) | welae:d fefy  faram
wgitad) @R (Nfos fwl oteesgs | ©fF (dia 2@
3| SHTIAS © 13 A7 (It <30 fagg wF AQTZ o (7161
FI (T T A1Z34 FA0© oHAre, (7 (Nfas Hwra =
(ATSA, OiTS faermiz fefa wafl wgras’ feay @irs
AT AT | (N SIS oNfEE el #7ate (w'Ta
WO | AFaafzel @R fA31qFd wtarz wEs Afes
Arfererz e oi§a werga | maten faaaa o=at-
CASANDS SCALS AIF A F(IGH | @IHANTTA T IAIT
(AT AR AFIA Fare o3 af «farg =if=As 9
Qg WGt Staies et fend |

@2 T BN ¢ HAFIFI AeTZ AgFOA 37T
fota | ©ta el ABICAT &7 ard (e 59 o) 231 i)
wiata @7 ©Yts (Ftm (e foefawty furs zafes,
fa*5a3 fofa ©'ra 7em AWiag AT «@0w] W& QARG
srafersa | 72 whifes goreg (el foq o fernwas,
Y20 | '

wergw fefqa @iz i feg Siiwima - gfe Az
F30E ACE ¥13tE A0 a1fee fefa a1 @ A7 gefvq
w1 @rgiea Ay, gefen Ae; wigy afesia
S1Wa F(3, TeivA Siaeiy T gfe eiawaiAlg - <l
Af41e wiFdq A3, wofin feof @raiea wwra =9a
779 I | @2 AZTNAE aival @y w71 S
«3(da e AITIRa oaa 21t orwg ey o |
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“sTotd fafey” s|fqstq ( Modern Review, Jan,,
1939 ) mromaitag @fs ¢1 & facafes ztafem,
©l @ATH (FeT Z& e — '

“The death of Sir Brajendra Nath Seal has removed
from our midst India’s greatest contemporary savant. He
took all knowledge for his province and tried to master all
branches of leraning and keep pace with their progress.
His constant endeavour to be up-to-date in all fields of
knowledge up to the day of his break-down, was: perhaps
one of the reasons why he was unable to leave for his
contemporaries and future generations any work that can
sive any adequate idea of his great intcllect and his versa-
tile genins  For he was not a mere learned man who had
gathered in his mind the heritage of past ages. His genius
was capable. of new creations. Such a creation was his poe-
tical production, The Quest Eternal, written in 1892 but
published so recently as 1937. He was known as a philo-
sopher, and a philosorhcr he certaih]y was in the most
comprehensive scnse, but not in any narrow sense. Ile
wrote of the Positive Sciences of the Hindus. He wrote
New Essays in Criticism,

Trying to solve problems in higher mathematics was
his recreation. That he was an authority in anthropology
and ethnology was acknowledged by his election to open
the First Universal Races Congress in London in 1911,
When he was Vice-Chancellor of the Mysore University
he drew up an educational scheme for that State which

embraced all stages of education from the primary to the
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post-graduate University Stage, providing facilities for
pursuing Vocational or Cultural courses at the end of each
stage. In Mysore, too,he drew up a constitution in which
the porvision for safe-guarding minority rights showcd his
statesmanship. The scheme for giving state aid and state
encouragement to industries in the State owed much to
his knowledge of matters economic and industrial.

[t was to him that in the field of politics Bepin chandra
Pal and others owed much of their phiIOSOphiéaI ideas.

A whole host of pupils, some both in name and reality
and others in reality, though not in name, owe him an
immense debt of gratitude for ideas and materials for their
works in different fields of knov;ledge. It is no derogation
to the masterly intellect of Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee to say
that but for the cooperation and collaboration of Dr. Seal
he could not have elaborated and carried to fruition many
of his educational plans.

What Sir. Michael Sadler, President of the Calcutta
University Commission, owed to him had bettcr be stated
in Sir Michael’s own words, as published in this Review in
January, 1936. ‘

“May on~ of his ppils ( for pupil I saw during the
years 1917 19 and shall always revere him as one of my
Gurus ) express in a few words love and admiration for
Dr, Brajendra Nath Seal, and gratitude, which grows with
the years for his guidance in my thought and for what he

taught me during many long and intimate discussicns

[ e8]
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about education and about the needs and genius of India ?

“He was indeed guide, philosopher and friend to me.
More than fifteen years have passed since we last met in
the flesh, But the feeling of his presence is still strong in
my mind,  So close was the friendship which he allowed
to grow up between us, that I can still turn to him as if 1
were at his side and can hear the kindly tone of his voice.
Guru indeed he was to me, and I bless his name. There
are streets and lanes in Calcutta, there are paths and
terraces in Darjeeling, which were the background of our
talks. And, as if I were still in Bengal, I can see what T
saw then and hear once more what I then heard.

“In several volumes of the Report of the Calcutta
University Commission, and notably in volume 7, 9, 10 and
12, there are writings from the pen of Dr. Brajondra Nath
Seal which are of permanent value and will, T hope, be
reprinted ( at least in part ) in any future issue of his
works”,

Brajendra Nath Scal the man was as grcat as or per-
haps greater than Brajendra Nath Seal the savant and the
vorsatile genius and idealist. Pure-souled and free from
suile, he was like one of our sages and seers of antiquity.
At the celebration of the completion of the 72nd year ot
his life on December 19, 1935, striking tributes were paid
to him by many distinguished persons, the most notable
being the magnificent pcem of Rabindra Nath Tagore
addressed to him, printed at the time in Prabasi and this

Review,
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“@r?n‘w?l” sif@iTe ( (,9ﬁ21 S98¢ ) ,@TETﬁf”ﬁﬂ A™|LD
famme emife @wifss g93—

bt @ramar A azrag ras fil 2308 qRew
@ af5a Ataw 2391 ghirefera | @i iz fare
gl (a1 731 250e fenre #faae |

fofa Stora wqiafie (@iama w0« @ g ooy
sifastasia formm, w1zl arwe [elT e efsstata Al
afaties, wiate arwd aifaraa 7g AKA] aleigang 1o
fnta aife affares, afaatel fesfagian sfaxram
setfe, «as #ra oita Rare) ot feefagtams ©izgs-
S Teifes W wIEcEa AleArd A A
Slagaa ax aena 49 zeql ToAmrw Srzis fawd ew
affit Ata sl (@ efe Ffkal 18, @12 o
17 & |

Sifa arwfaad vasa—d ANA 17 &g femiv «as
fafim St @liils s@ey @I ®gl F3a | fef
foraq f5ga w0y orara 2L fagiss | oraed oge
wold 91 20gEa {3 9% siaeld afeeta wd fs « T90F
S F a3 W9 Q% wgIw ArAisArs e fefa
aprg Al w4 fafacafaras . S elavelda @ F54
foira aifi B <7 @fe aimm omaE, @l oX
Fomel, al wlata arqryfas sy afdsd sy, wiAMAR
BLALL CATT AL G e or3 fef wrara sitg faran
A1 51A1F, wlaglel 9k 10
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Mg Arzrag A9 @«fE6E ooy Airag srgardl
AT oy fafeg’ts @iz | @ Juits @3 des2
T A7 @A Stara Srmee fFfd® aqimA1ag 73
YT 3B wifre 2zaifem, gl witag Stite—

“eeitan gt Bi% Srdw Ay AfZAM,

T 97, @l epifas © gfiq Mg
Arg1-fo A d 17
fofd g @1911‘13@ facaq Um ey @Tira i ic)

f5 wat stz EIQEI\;PH om‘a ?\ca@*’[ sfaeia3 The
Quest Eternal sis 377 '@@WT@ ﬁﬁwraﬁfﬁ (@A
22T Gt zg,  Affs wim fifie 5311’@;1 NG

PRitw | oF, vl e arraTi 215 SraenId| @zﬂg
afagifarsa afm "fT‘Sf@I ﬁr@aarﬁfﬂ zn‘acn BRI o
971, At fasta ewf‘@c\a eué“m fi’ﬁfﬂ AT §9IY
Fafial (713 qiReta S CRATsal (T | 38> AW aeTd
(@ A9 J-mife-ataan (Universal Races Congress) 73,
©rzra Bratdm sfice oige 239l fofa gog ¢ wifesglf
faarg stra@ets)d wifsorag A1 3 | T afas sg9am

fe= rara fosfaraieraa T3 (recreation ) |
SEab CElleci SRR ICHIE 11 B AR L

sfasta Mawy Avfed  IAIW W37 ATAE
faxrianred Afasrad | @ AT & Semfw  fomi-
safors  efafis z3re  fWfagiams fam s
Agferns @ 3feyes Toufdy fAwir arawm @is
eyt fatgmfen oa7 AIFRT Nqwd gamites
$rzre zre fam |
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atw Fafiasm “iraa I et ¢ aigifefar atstd
Qa7 Bas 230s Arsifeswia e w3 @3fy AW
G AfS g | a@es ATTG A A2 (T 9T ©ld
Stota 95 A Aa1a sfaanes, fair swas «4e 22
wlaely aaae Sizta fws ¢igae a1 faeReierg
Stara #fzial wim fgm, Szl @ 3 ST |
AR @ Siza wrEerw Sizta @nigiad fAifes,
T7fas e efesra =gas ageen fefa fafaal arze
72T B A6, 3% (T AT AIEF AZitay afqrael 8
(215 (218 0w fas fAg @Teaid oielg, ceafa oA
Sizte wieters ¢ afesta wiggray fag e Alogfeo®
F13aig orAf3aTET | © 1219 ‘?ﬁ‘f‘\"séT, mfael, e gfest
@F SARTNY fom, ©12ia gold @ REd A7, A% e
cAmed, 93t 5fag fom (Agwer Taid, wze e Afaq|
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“TifeFs agael” @t An AT —
TYICS (AL :—
1% «fyara ya% wazigd AP wWAAG Aemale
N7 Aeres  omr fiien | Stz e &y
AVFEE wrz,  gue] pe Ared frEssAied @@
ST ®7 AfFy) oifw |
HMfarer, s grewad @ saaa Afasg e,
©1z7l 7gEs | 93 arfe Sz At 25t wiawte sfaal
4P Z3ANPT | wdAIE $17a o@td st o |
sfasrel frafamtag 3309 Fuiayzsica At Ante
sfa] Fromary % st warflesa dHE7 alzd F0A,
OF I AGTHAR] Ffaara o7 fofa qtstsfa afed wr=es
TATCFR oG AEARS DCAW | IZINAT ILAG QAT
o1 a7 wfaats wy wizs z3al fef{ Atz 3309
7N WIFBCAT | vy APrwr Afw  wTwd v
TEld AfZS FAoo{F ST | |
_ oy qEmAtY  Fofaziy T%r.%‘fﬁm PRI
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Dear Friends,

The Parliament of Religions that
is commencing today, is one of the items, perhaps
the last item in the programme of yearlong cele-
bration in connection with the Centenary of the
birth, or as others would have it, the advent into
this world of Paramahamsa Ramakrishna.

- More than 25 years ago I recall having written
at Sister Nivedita's request a paper entitled “An
early stage of Vivekananda’s Mental Development”.
I concluded that paper with an acconnt of a wvisit
I had paid to Vivekananda’s Master, Sri Ramakris-
hna. That was a stormy evening and it was
aecompanied by thunder and lightning, and this
suited well my mental commotion which was
created in me by that wvisit. This afterncon: in
the calm dispassion of the evening of my life, I
deem it a privilege to be able to share along with
the thousands who are present in this hall in
person or in spirit the Centenary celebration of

one Who in his sojourn on earth was above time
and above space.
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This Parliament of Religions has evoked
cordial responses from far and near. The parti-
cipants who are present in person are going to
deal with the problems of religion, life, moral
welfare, spirituality and social progress from varied
points of Vview. The teachings of Ramakrishna
constitute the topic of some of the papers to be
presented before the assembly. T shall confine
myself to recording just a few reminiscences of
mine in regard to the great saint as well as placing
in the philosophical and historical perspectives his
special contributions to the realm of human
thought and action. -

In his early boyhood Ramakrishna tock part in
popular shows and exhibitions, e. g., Krishnalila
and Gajan songs. He would play the part of’
Krishna or Siva in these popular shows. On the
death of his elder brother, he becarre priest at the
Kalibari ( temple of Kali ) of Dakshineswar near
Calcutta. He wanted to see Kali, the Divine
Mother, and threatened to stab himself to death
if Kali would not deign to appear. He was half-

mad and at last he had, as he thought, a vision of

Kali.

He then began te practise austerities. He

[ e ]
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took on himself a vow to abjure lust and gold ( Kama and
Kanchana ). Taking gold in one hand and mud in the
other, he would mutter; ‘Gold is mud and mud is gold”. .
in the sme way he conquered all cravings of the flesh and
in the end he revered every woman as mother.

A youthful and beautiful woman initiated him..into
Tantric practices (‘Sadhana ). Lying on her lap he medi-
tated on Kali. She was a Brahmacharini, using wine and
- flesh in the rituals of worship. He worshipped her as a
naked Goddess. _All sensual cravings were thus seared and
burnt up in him. He sought to eXperience each religion
in its entirety in Sadhana or sﬂpiritu'al discipline. Now he
would bz Moslem Fakir, with appropriate rituals, attitudes
and garb, and now a Christian neophyte,- stricken -with a
sense of sin and crying for salvation. There ‘was nothing
bf mere pose or 'mere imagination in all this. ~In the same
way Vaishnava Sankirtan and :music were added to -his
religions eXercises.

Among early personal influences on‘Ramkrishna is to
be noted that of Saint Dayananda Saraswati, founder of
the Ary.a Samaj. Dayananda took his stand.on the Vedas
as teaching the one .Universal Religicn and fcught all
idolatry in a militant mood, but his influence on Ram-
krishya could not be be. lasting or _déep. Ramkrishna's
genuineness led him to revolt against Hindu practices; he
would repudiate caste and even serve the “Methar”’ which

could hardly have been pleasing to the orthodox Vedic

[ ws ]
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brotherhood. He felt himself drawn to Totapuri and
“other saints and then wanifold cXpe-riences prepared him
for his mission in life It was Totapuri who initiated him
Into Sannyasa.

He came under the influence of the Brahmo Samaj
also. The New Dispznsation as preached by Brahmananda
Keshabchandra gave him a keen sense of certain social
‘evils and immoralities which had corrupted latter-day

Hindu relision and r-ligious practices.

Ramakrishna was a composite personality. In contem-
plaling Truth from the absolute point of view (Nirupadhi)
he negatived all conditions and modes ( Upadhis ), but

from the relative or conditional point of view ( Sopadhi )
he worshipped Kali, the Divine Mother, as well as other
modes and embodiments of the deity. He worshipped the
one in all and the all in one, and he saw no contradiction
b1t only a fuller reality in this. So also he reconciled
‘Sakar’ and “Nirakar’ Upasana. For him there was nothing
in the material fo.rm_ of the deity but God manif:sting
Himself.. The nnte;gonism between matter and spirit did

not eXist for him

What he refused to dclude himsesf with was that he

was above all conditions and all infirmities of the flesh.

But in his trances ( Samadhi ) he developed ecstasia in its
purest form, such as has been rarely witnessed in the West

in the religious world since the days of Eckhart and

Taculer.

[ vt ]
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Like most Hindu Saints he had an inexhaustible store
of homely sayings, adages, metaphors, allegories, parables,
which could bring spiritual truths home to the meanest
understanding and even to the child.
Rammohun Roy, in a very real sense the father of
modern India, sought the Universal Religion, the commen
basis of the Hindu, Moslem, Christian and other faiths,
He found that each of thése great religions was based on
this common faith with a certain distinctive historical and
cultural embodiment. It is fundamental to note that
Rammohun plaﬁred two roles in his own person. First he
was a profound Universalist and in this capacity he formu-
lated the creed of what has been called Neo- theophllan-
thropy (a new love of God and man) on posmve “and
constructive lines. He construed the Gayatri on this basis.
And strange to say, this Hindu became one of the three
fathers of the Unitaﬁan creed and wbrship in the west.

In the second place Rammohuvn was a Nationalist

reformer and functioned in three different ways.

As a Hindu Reformer he gave a Uuitarian redaction
of the Hindu Shastr_as from the Vedanta and as a Moslem
defender of faith he wrote the Tufatul Mowahidin and
Manazaratum Ardiyan which were polémecal works. And
finally as a Christain he ‘g'a\)e a Unitarian version of the
entire body of the scriptures, old and new, in his contro-
versies with the Christian Missionaries Rammohun was

thus himself a universalist and three nationalists all in one

[ EQ]
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‘Maharshi Devendranath organised the creed, rituvals
and Anusthanas in the Adi Brahmo Samaj on a Hindu
Upanishadic basis.

The work of formulating a Universal Religicn free
from Hindu or Christian theology fell to Brahmananda
Keshab Chandra Sen, who attempted this on an electic
basis, and thus organised rituals and modes of worship.
In his earlier days Keshabchandra made Christianity the
central religion but in later life he was drawn more and
more to Vaishnavism for emotional and religious eXercises.
This was selective eclecticism. He thus variegated and
fulfilled religious experiences as well as concepts, rituals
and worship in a way never attempted before. Buddhism,
Christiaity, Islam and Vaishnavism, not to mention other
religions, each contributed its ¢ssence and substance to
Keshabchandra®s Rcligion of the New Dispensation and
what was new was the electic cult and culture.

The next step (and it was indeed a fundamental
innovation ) was taken by Paramahansa Ramakrishna.
The Paramahansa would experience each cult and rcligion
in its totality or as one whole eXperience, -+ «+-

The New Dispensation would select the ‘distinctive’
central essence from each religion and make a cellection, a
‘boquet’ of followers as it were, Here it was that Ram-
krishna diffzred from Keshab Chandra, Indeed he differed
tromt his predecessors in two essential respects. First, he

maintained that the practices of each religion wich its

[ v ]
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tituals and disciplines | gave its essence more really- and
vitally than its theoretical dogmas or creeds. Secondy, it
was Ramakrishna’s conviction that it is not by selective
eclecticism but by syncretism and the wholeshearted acep-
tance of a religion, that its full value and worth could be

realized ond eXperienced.

Ramakrishna held that selective extracts would kill the
vital element in each religion. He would be a Hindu with
the Hindu, Moslem with the Moslem and a Christian
with the Christian in order to eXperience the whole truth
and efficaey of each of these religions. But he would not
practie different religions, disciplines or hold different
creeds at one and the same time. The obssrvances, prac- "
tices and rituals of each riligicn are organic to it He
would tentatively accept the whole creed and ritual of the
Moslem ( or of the Christian Catholic ) in order to eXperi-
ence its religious effcacy and truth. In all these there
might be temptations and pitfalls but one must be ‘as an
innocent child or babe und pass unscathed ‘through fire.
It was thus that thz Paramahams passad  succesively
through Christian and Moslem eXperiences:. Such was the

Paramahamsa’s syncretism.

Ramakrishna was thus a cosmic humanist in religion
and not a mere nationelist. He gave the impulse initiative
to universal human and this must be copmleted in our age.
Humanism has now various new phases and developments.

g 7, 9 . . . . . . .
Leaving out Comte’s positivistic . humanism with its

[ o )
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worship of the “grande-etre®” and Bahaism with ‘its later
offshoot “Babism”, the religion of human ‘brotherhood
(‘bhai® ), we may turn to later phases such as the new
concepts of religion without a God ( as in Julian Huxley ).
This. is not all. Impersonal ideals of Truth, Beauty or
Godness have sometimes replaced the old faith in a perso-
nal God. And itis not merely the Areligioué sentiment
which claims its own pabulum in our day. A passion  for
Science, tor philosopby or for scientific philosophy, a
passion for art or for Rasa (aesthetic sentiment) in
general is the badge of modernism in our culture and sceks

to displace much of the old religious sentiment.

Our present quest is for a Parliament of Religions, a
"quest which we seck to v01ce 1n th1s Assembly But' this
is only a stepping stone to a Parhament of Man or a

Federation of World Cultures.

Articles of faith, creeds and dogmas d1v1de man frem
man but we seek in rellglon a meetmg ground of humamty
What we want is not merely,un'lversal nhglon in its quin-
tessence, as Rammohun sought it in his earlicr days, not
merely aﬁ eleétic religion by c—o‘rnpounc.lir_lg the distinctive
essé-nce, theoretical as well as practical,\ of the different
religtons as Keshabchandra sought it, but experience 'as. a
whole as it has unfolded itself in the history of rﬁan. And
this can be realised by us, as Ramakrishna téught,by the
syncretic practice of religion by being a Hindu with the

Hindu, a Moslem with the Moslem and a Christain with

[ v ]
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the Christian a preparatory to the ultimate realisation of
God in Man and Man in God. ,

Religion in a broader sense is to be distinguished from
the religions in the concrete. As such, it 1s a force that
organizes life and life’s activities, All cultures and in fact,
all concepts are dominated by the idea of religion. Food,
sex-relations, the family, tribal life and. warfare are all
regulated by the religious idea. Empirical science and folk
life are grouped round the central idea of religion. And,
in the course of proaress, the higher religions are evolved.
The Parliament of Religions is thus to be conceived as but
the apex of this ascending course of religious evolution.

Religious expression, however, is not the only eXpre-

ssion of the ultimate experience. We have also science,

v

philosophy or better scientific philosophy, art or the aesthe
tic sensibility, (Rasa sentiment or Rasanubhuti) or mystical
eXperience, all these being phases of humanism. And the
consummation is to be found in cosmic humanism which
frees mankind from its limitations of outlook by finding
man in the universe and the universe. in man, "And we
must seek it to be free not of this or that state but of the
solar system and stellar systems and beyond, in one word,
of the universe. ' e

Our immediate objective today is a Parliament of
Religions. But in my view this is ounly a preldde to a
larger Parliament, the Parliament of Man, voicing the
federation of world cultures, as I have said, and what this

will seek to establish is a synthetic view of life conceived

not statically but dynamically as a progressive evolution
of humanity,

[ ae ]



w61 ArEeatd 4.

AL wfEstd At weaah Aa-oAfETt
TEAg— T |
i) Amrita Bazar Patrika:- Feb, 28, 1937,

“For the first time in the history of modern India the
Parliament of Religions will be held in Calcutta in the

Town Hall on Monday, the Ist of March’’.

“In the circumstancs, Sir Brajendra Nath Seal, the
great Indian Philosopher and savent; has been chosen to
be the General President of the Parliament, and we have
no doubt that the choice has been happy. For, besides,
his international reputation as a scholar, Sir Brajendra
Nath treasurs in his mind many reminiscenes of Sri Rama-
krishna and was also intimate with Swami Vivekananda,

the chief disciple of th~ Saint of leshineswaf”.

* % U WA *

ii) The Advance, March, 2, 193 7.

“For understanding what "those teaching mean to
India and to the world, partfcularlv in the context set by
the Parliament of Religions, we would refer the reader to
the remarkable address of Sir Brajendra Nath Seal, the
Doyen of Indian Philosophers, delivered at the Parliament
as its President, We can do no better than quote the
President’s eXact words for it would ke impossible for us
to improve on them @ |

“What we want is not merely universal religion in its

[ @snki]
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qumtcssencc, as Rammohun sought it in his earlier days

not merely an electic religion by compounding the distinc-
tive essences, theoretical, as well as practical, of the differ-
ent religions as 'Keshabchandra sought it, but experience as
a whole as it has unfolded itself in the history of man,

And this can be realized by us, as Ramkrishna taught, by
the syncretic practice of teligion by being-a Hindu: -with
the Hindu, a Moslem with the Moslem -and ‘a Christian
with the Christian as preparatory to thg ultimate reali-

zation of God in Man and Man in God”".

( Sir Brajendra Nath Seal )

And there cani be no country in the world so fit to be
the ‘scene of ‘the labours of a Parliament of Religions as
our own cotintry which'has welcomed: with open arms the
advent of every riligious idea. Of that universal spirit,
the teachings of Ramakrishna stand as the aptest represen-
tative, for, as Dr. Seal pointed out, Ramakrishna was a
cosmic humanist in religion and not a mere nationalist”.

iii) the Statesman, March, 3, 1937,
“Religion, said Sir Brajendra Nath Seal in his Presi-
dential address on Monday, is in its broader sense a force
that organizes life and life’s activities, and Sri Ramkrishna’s
teaching 'md ltvmg were a protest against a Narrower

conception of religious duty that has done great evil the
world over”,

iv) The Bombay Chromcle, March 5, 1937,

“What thzn is the escap2 from this tragedy of stnfe
in the name of religion ?  Sir Brajendra Nath Seal, one’ of
the greatest living philosophers of India, who presided ever
the Parliament on Monday, answers the question thus®’—

“What we want is not merely.

sae
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