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(1917 – 2006)

Asima Chatterjee, a renowned Indian Chemist, was the first woman to receive a DSc degree from University of Calcutta in 1944, and becoming the

first female recipient of Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar award (highest science awards in India) in the year 1961. She was also the first woman to hold the chair of

any Indian University (at University of Calcutta), and also served as general president of Indian Science Congress. She made significant contribution to

Medicinal Chemistry, Natural product Chemistry and Organic Chemistry, particularly in alkaloid and terpenoid. Dr. Chatterjee successfully developed several

plant based medicine including anti-epileptic drug ‘Ayush-56’ from Marsilia minuta and anti-malerial drug from Swrrita chirata. She dedicated forty years of

her time to research on cancer and anti-cancer growth drugs. In 1975, she was conferred the Padma Bhushan award.


